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if the smallest quantity fresh lime and was kneaded into it, the use of the entire
dough is forbidden, because it has become heated by it. If a grain of wheat is found
in the dough, you should remove from it a quantity of dough as thick as your finger,
all around that grain, and throw it away; and the rest of the dough may be used.

8) Care must be taken not to leave the dough, even for a moment without
working it. As soon as the dough is completed, it should be divided into portions
and handed to the rollers. Care should be taken, therefore, to make the dough only
as large as can be handled by the rollers. If some of the dough is left with the person
who hands out the portions, he should keep kneading it so that it should not lie idle
even for a moment.

9) The rollers should do their work at full speed and not waste time on giving
the matzos a specific shape. They should pay close attention that no particles of the
dough are left on the board, and also that no dough clings to their hands. As soon
as they notice any dough sticking to their hands, they must wash them thoroughly.4

10) As soon as the matzah is ready, it should be perforated quickly. They should
not make any design with the perforations, but they should rush at top speed, and
put it into the oven immediately. Great care should be taken not to hold it even for
a moment in front of the opening of the oven, for it will become chametz quickly. It
is necessary, therefore, to make sure that the person handing the matzos to the
baker should be a Torah scholar, a God-fearing man, who will be meticulously
vigilant.

11) A God-fearing person should take care, before baking his matzos, to have
the oven well heated again, and the coals spread over the entire oven, for who knows
if the person who baked matzos before him was scrupulously careful about it.

12) The baker should be very careful to see to it that none of the matzos are
folded over, and that one matzah does not touch the other, for in the place where
one matzah touches another or where it is folded over it does not bake quickly and
it becomes chametz. In the event that a matzah is folded over or becomes blown up,
it is necessary to break off and throw away that piece; that piece is chametz, but the
rest may be eaten. However, if the matzos touched each other in the oven while still
moist, they may be eaten, since it is already done. A blown up matzah is one in
which it is evident that the matzah has separated in its thickness, and the bubble is
as wide as a thumb.

April 713) Care should be taken not to take a matzah out of the oven before it is
slightly baked; that is, if you would break it, there should be no threads of dough
[between the pieces.] Before this stage it is still like dough, which when taken out
of the oven will become chametz very quickly. The peel with which this matzah was
taken out of the oven is forbidden to be used for baking matzos. If it is impossible

4. They should also wash their hands every eighteen minutes. (/bid. 459:33)
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5. According to Rambam, all the precautions that must be taken for matzos mitzvah must
be taken for all the matzos that are eaten on Pesach. Magid Mishnah maintains that Rambam’s
ruling was only said on an initial stringency, and only regarding violations of these precautions
disqualifying the matzos. Chayei Adam writes that the Vilna Gaon insisted that all matzos eaten
on Pesach be made with these precautions. (see Biyur Halachah 460:1)

6. There is a dispute among the Poskim regarding grinding the wheat. Some maintain that
the grinding, too, must be done by Jews, but the custom today is to be lenient and permit it
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to determine whether or not this matzah, had threads of dough when taken out of
the oven, because of the uncertainty, we are strict. But if the matzah has formed a
crust, we may take a lenient view.

14) Every God-fearing man should personally supervise the preparation and
baking of his own matzos, and urge the workers, to work with speed and care. This
was how it was done by the early, great Sages of Yisrael of blessed memory, and this
is what is done also at the present time.

15) The matzos with which we fulfill the mitzvah of eating matzah on the first
two nights of Pesach are referred to as matzos mitzvah, and they must be prepared
for the sake of the mitzvah by an adult, male Jew of intelligence,® aged at least
thirteen years and one day, or a female aged at least twelve years and one day. At
each stage in the preparation the worker says, leshem matzas mitzvah, [“For the sake
of the matzah of the mitzvah.”] (This should be said) even when drawing the water.
(All the foregoing laws regarding the baking of the matzos refer to our custom that
all matzos are baked before Pesach. In an emergency, when matzos are baked on
Pesach, there are other stringencies in addition to the ones mentioned above. Those
who follow the custom of baking matzos mitzvah in the afternoon of erev Pesach must
take special precautions).

Chapter 111
The Search and Nullification of the Chametz

1) On the evening before erev Pesach the search for chametz must be made. You
must make the search immediately after nightfall.! It is forbidden to begin a meal?
or do any work one half-hour before nightfall.3

2) The search should be made with only one wax candle, not with several candles
intertwined, for that would be like a torch.4 In a predicament when you have no
wax candle, you may use a tallow candle.

3)You must search all rooms in which you suspect that someone carried chametz,
even cellars, attics, stores and woodsheds; any places in which you think that
chametz may have been brought must be searched. You must also search all vessels
in which you keep chametz. Before making the search, you should carefully sweep all
these places and clean all chametz out of them, in order to make it easy for you to
search the rooms afterwards.

even when done by a non-Jew, so long as a Jew is present to watch that it does not become
chametz. Nevertheless, where possible, the grinding should be done by a Jew and it is
considered a praiseworthy deed when done so. (Ibid. 460:1)

1. Le. immediately after the appearance of the stars. (Mishnah Berurah 431:1)

2. A small snack is permitted. (Ibid. 431:6)

3. Even if you began the meal earlier than one half hour, you must interrupt the meal
when the time for searching begins. (Ibid. 431:11, 12)

4. If you used a torch or even a candle with several wicks, the search is invalid and you
must repeat it with a single candle. (Ibid. 433:10)
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5. Even if you say you are certain that you did not put any chametz in your pockets, you
are, nevertheless, required to search them, because often people place things in their pockets
and forget they did so. (Ibid. 433:47)

6. This is also the opinion of Mekor Chaim and Chayei Adam. In their responsa, Binyan
Olam and Chasam Sofer disagree and rule that you may be lenient so long as you searched the
other rooms. This is also the opinion of Aishel Avrohom. (Ibid. 436:32, 433:23)

7. If you did interrupt with something unrelated to the search, you must repeat the
berachah, since there was an interruption between the berachah and the mitzvah. (Ibid. 432:5)
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4) A cowshed where the cattle are fed grain, and a chicken coop where the
chickens are fed with grain do not require searching; [first of all,] because the grain
may never have become chametz, and even if it did become chametz, it is possible that
all of it was eaten and nothing was left. But if the grain you put there was chametz,
you then have only one uncertainty, whether all of it was eaten; we do not rely on
this possibility, and you are required to make a search.

5) You must search everywhere, every nook and cranny, as best as you can. You
must also search the pockets of your garments and those of your children’s
garments; for since sometimes chametz gets into them,” they have to be searched.
You should shake them thoroughly the next morning when you burn the chametz.

6) [This is the law concerning] the rooms you sell to a non-Jew together with the
chametz in them. Since the sale is not valid until the morning, you are obliged to
search them in the evening,® and you must do so.

April 87) Before beginning the search you recite the berachah: Baruch ata Hashem,
Elokeinu melech haolam asher kideshanu bemitzvosav vetzivanu al biur chameitz “Blessed
are you, Hashem, our God, King of the universe, Who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and has commanded us concerning the removal of chametz.” Even
though you do not yet remove it, you still say the berachah “concerning the
removal,” since immediately after the search, you nullify the chametz that is un-
known to you, and this, in effect, is the removal of such chametz. Do not make any
interruption between the berachah and beginning the search.” It is a good thing not
to interrupt until the search is completed, except for things relating to the search.®
You may search many houses on the basis of the one berachah you recited.

8) Some people have the custom, before beginning the search, to deposit small
pieces of bread in places where the searcher will find them. They are fearful, if he
finds no chametz, the berachah will have been said in vain.? Needless to say, however,
anyone who does not search properly, but only gathers up these pieces of bread, has
not fulfilled the mitzvah of searching, and his berachah was said in vain.

9) The chametz you leave for food or for sale, should be put away in a safe place,
before making the search. The chametz you find in the search, which must be burned
in the morning, should be put away in a safe place and tied so that it won’t get lost.

8. If you did interrupt, you need not repeat the berachah since you began the search, and
thus there was no interruption between the berachah and the mitzvah. (Ibid. 432:6)

9. It is, however, not a “blessing in vain” because the mitzvah is specifically to search for
chametz and even if no chametz is found, the mitzvah is fulfilled. Nevertheless, it is not proper
to negate a custom of the Jewish people. According to the Arizal, it is customary to place ten
pieces of bread around the house. Special care must be taken that none of these pieces of
chametz go lost. It is best to use the sort of bread that will not create crumbs. (Ibid. 432:12, 13)



